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to pierce into him to see the truth, he met them
with a bright smile as if challenging inspection,
In .this self-examination the ascetic .left out of
consideration some rather important factors. If a
thing gives us joy it really should be said to attract
us. Attraction is not something'different from the
power to produce joy. What, within, is joy in
seeing is, viewed from outside, attraction. When,
besides, he walked on the bank of the river and
passed heart-whole without looking at the women
bathing, how much of the heart-wholeness was
due to the desire that the women should think well
of him ? When he saw the gatherings of beautiful
women in the homes of his disciples, did he really
feel no inclination to look on them again or was
he acting with self-control with the object of
impressing the people around with his discipline?
The ascetic did not go into this investigation. He
was aware that beauty gave him joy. If his desire
to seem good as well as be good had not come in
the way, it is possible that without being tainted
by desire he would yet have looked at beauty
again and dwelt on it as he did on the features
of the Goddess whom he worshipped. The
ascetic, however, did not then realise that he
could have desisted from looking again at beauty
from self-respect rather than its failure to attract,